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the side of the Nej deans, but number and seamanship turned
the scale in favour of the Bahreyn fleet. After a sharp engage-
ment off Dareem, in which some of the Nejdean boats were
burnt and others disabled, a detachment of Fey.sul's troops suc-
ceeded in eluding the vigilance of the enemy, and effected a
descent on an unguarded point of the island. Once landed,
they marched straight on Menamah, but on arriving there
found themselves surrounded, as in a net, by the skilful com-
binations of 'Alee-el-Khaleefah, and cut off from the possibility
of a return to their ships, of which the islanders took quiet
possession. 'Alee used his prisoners well, and in concert with
his brother Mohammed sent them back to Hasa not only un-
injured, but loaded with propitiatory presents, and accompanied
by fair offers of peace. On this occasion the Khaleefah family
disputes, which had supplied Feysul with a pretext for the in-
vasion of Eahreyn., were finally settled in the numner recorded
a few pages back. But Mohammed was henceforth obliged to for-
ward an annual tribute to Kiacl, as price of alliance iincl support,
though when occasion requires he does not hesitate to lay claim
now to Persian, now to 'Omfinee, and at times even to Turkish
protection, when hope or fear incline. British interference has
of late years somewhat influenced the political position of the
island, but without as yet occasioning any advantage to the
inhabitants ; nay rather, though indirectly, the reverse.

At Bahreyn, strictly speaking, begins the pearl-coast and
fishery; from hence it extends round the east of the island and
the promontory of Katar down the great southern buy of the
Persian Griilf to the frontiers of Sharjah in Xhniin. Pearl
oysters are indeed to be found north of Bahreyn along the
shores of Kateef and the adjacent islands, and a fishery there
exists, but its product is scanty, nor tiny way comparable
to that of Bahreyn and the easterly Gulf coast. Kouiul
Bahreyn itself the fishery is abundantly copious, ami fur-
nishes occupation to at least half the inhabitants of the island.
Mohammed-el-Khaleefah here holds the pearl monopoly, and
exacts a rated tax on every boat that puts to sea in this quest,
beside a percentage on the product, while any one who ventures
to take up an oyster without government licence may be
prosecuted or persecuted according to law ; that is, according to